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Do you find yourself needing to change the coordinate readouts as you are working and find it
cumbersome to keep opening the Design File dialog to make those changes? There are two
dialogs that you can open and remain open while you work so you can make changes quickly to
the working units and coordinate readout.

The primary dialog to make changes to Coordinate Readout and the Working Units is the
DGN File Settings dialog. The problem with this type of dialog is that it is considered a modal

dialog which means the dialog will contain the focus until it is closed.
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The two dialogs | have found useful for working with varying units are the Coordinate Readout
and Drawing Scale dialogs. These two dialogs are considered to be a non-modal dialog which

means they can remain open while you continue to work in the design file.

Coordinate Readout

Easily change the Coordinate readout from Engineering to Architectural or the Angle readout from
Bearings to Conventional.

To open the Coordinate Readout dialog keyin “dialog readout” into the keyin browser.
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Drawing Scale

Easily change the Working Units from Feet to Meters or the Model Annotation Scale from 1=1 to
1"=20'.
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To open the Drawing Scale dialog keyin “dialog drawingscale open” into the keyin browser.

There are keyins to control the look of the Drawing Scale dialog. Using the below keyins you can
add and remove selections from the dialog. Each of these keyins work as a toggle to add or
remove drop down lists.
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drawingscale show workingunits — will toggle the display of both Working Unit drop down lists
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drawingscale show annotationscale — will toggle the display of the model Annotation Scale
drop down list
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drawingscale show subunit — will toggle the display of the Working Unit Subunit drop down list

Robert Mecham is a partner with the firm The Envision Group in Madison, WI. The firm
specializes in MicroStation and the InRoads Suite of products. In addition to providing training for
MicroStation & InRoads, they offer visualization services and consulting for clients throughout the
United States.
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